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Jesus is God 
 
One of the best ways to get to know God is to study Jesus.  We can learn about 
God‟s character by studying what Jesus taught, what He did, what He valued and 
what He was against. 
 
As Geoff said last week, our teaching plan is to study Jesus.  We will do this by 
examining some of the most important things that have been recorded about Him.  
Our primary source of information on Jesus is the four gospels which each take a 
different perspective. 
 
 

Four different perspectives on Jesus 
 

 Matthew Mark Luke John 

Presented as: Messiah Servant Son of Man Son of God 

Genealogy: Legal line N/A Blood Line Eternal one 

What Jesus Said Did Felt Was 

Written to: Jews Romans Greeks The Church 

First Miracle: Leper 
cleansed 

Demon 
expelled 

Demon 
expelled 

Water to wine 

Ends with: Resurrection Ascension Promise of 
The Spirit: 
Acts 

Promise of 
Return: 
Revelation 

 
To begin a study of the life of Jesus you might think we would start with His birth in 
the Christmas story or the genealogies of Matthew and Luke.  However, we learn 
from John that Jesus story begins before anything or anyone was created. 
 
John Chapter 1 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  
He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him 
nothing was made that has been made. - John 1:1-3 
 
Then in verse 14: 
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, 
the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. - 
John 1:14  
 
In verse 14 we see that the title „The Word‟ is referring to Jesus. 
 
When we first read John 1:1 there appears to be a logical contradiction in what John 
is saying.  He says the Word was both ‘with God’ and the Word ‘was God’. Being 
with God communicates that the Word is separate; that there are two things here but 
the phrase „the Word was God‟ communicates the oneness. 
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“...and the Word was with God”: The Greek is in the imperfect tense which means 
Jesus has had a continuous existence, He did not have a starting point where He 
began to exist, He has always existed with the Father.  

 
“With” means mutual fellowship and communication; close personal relationship. 

 
The Christian belief that Jesus is God along with the Father and the Holy Spirit is 
called the Trinity.  The word „Trinity‟ is like an abbreviation of tri-unity.  The prefix „tri‟ 
means  three as in tricycle or triangle.   
 
Surely this is one of the oddest beliefs we have as Christians and it sets us apart 
from the other monotheistic faiths of Judaism and Islam which teach that there is only 
one person who is God.  It also sets us apart from the polytheistic religions with their 
many gods. 
 
Christianity teaches that there is one God but this one God manifests Himself in three 
persons. The three persons are distinct, yet are one "substance, essence or nature".  
In this context, a "nature" is what one is, while a "person" is who one is. 
 
One God not three 
 
People of other faiths often accuse us of worshiping three gods.  We do not worship 
three Gods because the Bible teaches that there is only one God. 
 
The Bible has lots of references to there being just one God. 
 
 "Hear, O Israel: the LORD our God, the LORD is one." -Deut 6:4 
 
"How great you are, Sovereign LORD! There is no one like you, and there is no God 
but you, as we have heard with our own ears. - 2Sa 7:22  
 
For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like Me. - Isa 46:9 
 
The word translated „one‟ is also used in Gen 2:24 where two „become one flesh‟.  It 
is also used in Gen 11:6 and 34:16  saying „become one people‟. In Gen 41:22 
Pharaoh was told his two dreams were „one‟.  In Exodus 24:3 the people answered in 
„one voice‟.  These are all uses of the same word where it is used as a compound 
unity.  The word is not always used as a compound unity, it is also used for the 
number one such as „one day‟. 
 
In the New Testament Jesus reaffirms: "The LORD our God is one." -Mark 12:29 
 
James teaches it in James 2:19 
 
Paul teaches it in Rom 3:29-30, 1 Cor 8:4 and 1 Tim 2:5  
 
 
Hints of the trinity in the Old Testament 

 
In Gen 1:1 “In the beginning God…” the word for God is “Elohim”.  Even those of us 
who don‟t know much Hebrew recognise the plural of cherub as cherubim.  Elohim is 
also plural.   In Hebrew things can be a single, a dual or a plural.  So a plural in 
Hebrew is three or more not just two or more. 
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Another hint of the trinity is the word “Adonai” which is translated „Lord‟ and is also 
plural.  Adonai is the word spoken in place of the name of God when reading the 
Hebrew scriptures. 
 
Then God said, "Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, ..." - Gen 1:26 
 
The “us” here is referring to God as we are made in the image of God not of angels. 
 
If you carefully analyse Psalm 2 you find it is a conversation between the three 
persons in the trinity. 
 
“For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon 
His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6 
 
The child that is born is Jesus taking on human form.  The Son that was given is the 
eternal pre-existing Jesus.  Notice that he will be called „mighty God‟. 
 
Jesus did claim to be God. 
 
“I and My Father are one.” John 10:30 
 
Therefore the Jews sought all the more to kill Him, because He not only broke the 
Sabbath, but also said that God was His Father, making Himself equal with God. - 
John 5:18  
 
"Very truly I tell you," Jesus answered, "before Abraham was born, I am!"  
At this, they picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from 
the temple grounds. - John 8:58-59  
 
Jesus by calling himself „I am” is claiming to be the God that spoke to Moses from the 
burning bush. 
 
“Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The words that I 
speak to you I do not speak on My own authority; but the Father dwells in Me does 
the works. Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father in Me, or else believe 
Me for the sake of the works themselves.” John 14:10 
 
“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,” says the Lord, “who is 
and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.” Revelation 1:8 
 
Others said that Jesus is God 
 
Thomas: 
A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. 
Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace 
be with you!" Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach 
out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe."  
Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!" - John 20:26-28  
 
Peter: 
“To those who have obtained like precious faith with us by the righteousness of our 
God and Saviour Jesus Christ.”  2 Peter 1:1 
 
 
John: 
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“And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us an understanding, 
that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus 
Christ. This is the true God and eternal life.” 1 John 5:20 
 
For there are three that bear witness in heaven: the Father, the Word, and the Holy 
Spirit; and these three are one. – 1 John 5:7 
 
Paul: 
“… looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and 
Saviour Jesus Christ …” Titus 2:13 
 
For in Him (Christ) dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; - Col 2:9  
 
In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, 
being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be 
used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature 
of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a 
man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death-- even death on a cross! - 
Phil 2:5-8  
 
Writer to Hebrews 
But to the Son He says: "Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; A sceptre of 
righteousness is the sceptre of Your kingdom. - Heb 1:8 
 
 
The third person in the Godhead or Trinity is the Holy Spirit. 
 
The Holy Spirit is a person not just a force or power.  
 
“God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power...” - Acts 10:38  
 
If the Holy Spirit was just the power of God this verse would not make sense.  It 
would be saying „with power and with power‟. 
 
In Greek the word for spirit is „pneuma’ which is neither male nor female, it is neuter.  
The New Testament refers to the Holy Spirit as „He‟ not the grammatically correct „it‟. 
 
The Holy Spirit is God too. 
 
But Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and 
keep back part of the price of the land for yourself?  While it remained, was it not 
your own?  And after it was sold, was it not in your own control? Why have you 
conceived this thing in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God." - Act 5:3-4  
 
The Holy Spirit is described as speaking to people, counselling and comforting 
people and the Spirit can be grieved and lied to. These are all things only a person 
can do so the Holy Spirit is clearly a person and not just a force.  See also Rom 8:27, 
1 Cor 12:11, 1 Pet 1:11. 
 
 
Implications for us? 
 
Augustine in his discussion on the trinity argued that God must have a three part 
nature to be love.  He points out that love requires a giver, a receiver and an action. 
For God to experience love before creating other beings He had to have persons 
within His essence to give and receive love. 



  Doug Withers 8/2/15 

 
One way of defining God is that He is the greatest conceivable being.  But a single 
person God as taught by Judaism, Islam, Jehovah‟s Witness and others, is a God 
who could not experience relationship or love on his own so he needed to create 
other gods or creatures to fulfil this lack in himself.  A God with any kind of lack in 
himself is not the greatest conceivable being.  
 
The Trinitarian God hinted at in the Old Testament and revealed in the New is three 
persons in one essence, a perfect unity of relationships. Therefore the popular 
statement „God is love‟ can only be true in the trinity. 
 
God created us not to receive love but to give love.  God created us not because He 
needed to receive love from us but because He wanted to share His love with us 
forever. 
 
We are made in the image of God and His nature is a triune relationship.  We learn 
from this that we are made for relationship with each other and with God.  In this 
church we reflect this truth in our mission statement “Walking with God impacting our 
world”.  We seek to build our relationship with God and our relationships with others 
around us. 
 
 
To sum up what I am saying today, the Christian view of God as revealed by the 
Bible is that  
 
There is one God consisting of three persons in one essence. 

 The Father is Devine 
 Jesus the Son is Devine  
 The Holy Spirit is Devine  

 
 
 
The Nicene Creed 
 
WE BELIEVE in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
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On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
 
Amen. 


